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Teachers and scholars compete at the Cook 

Children’s 5K on Saturday, February 25th. 

Message from the Director 
Happy March!  I hope you have fun 
plans to spend time together over 
Spring Break – or maybe you will be 
spending time with us at STAAR camp 
– whatever the case – we wish you a 
safe and happy week! 
By now, you may have heard that 
Meridian will have a new Director for 
the 2017-2018 school year.  I have 
enjoyed getting to know you and 
your children over these last five 
years and look forward to continuing 
to advocate for children and families 
in the coming year.  Marissa Wells, 
who is currently Dean at Uplift 
Summit will be serving as your new 
Director.  There will be coming 
opportunities to get to know Mrs. 
Wells, and I hope you take advantage 
of those times to welcome her, share 
what you love about Meridian, and 
continue to advocate for what you 
see to be important improvements 
for our school. 
With respect and admiration, 
Ginger Cole-Leffel, Director 

 

 

 
 

Tip from the Counselor  
Figuring out why a scholar is 
behaving a particular way can assist in 
understanding how to approach the 
behavior.  Children engage in 
challenging behavior because it 
“works” for them.  It may be 
attention seeking, to gain something, 
or to avoid a task.  Remember, there 
is no magic fix and behavior change 
takes time.  Try some of these tips: 
Attention seeking: Provide frequent 
rewards and positive praise.   
Attempt to gain: Allow the Student a 
'Cool-Down' Break (Long, Morse, & 
Newman, 1980). Select a corner of 
the room where the child can take a 
break when she feels angry or upset. 
When a student becomes upset and 
defiant, offer to talk the situation 
over with that student once has 
calmed down 

Tardies and Early Releases 
Impact Instruction 
Instruction is provided for scholars 
from “bell to bell”.  This means that 
important things are happening in 
classrooms at 8:00am all the way up 
until 3:30pm.  We take instructional 
time seriously as every minute counts 
toward meeting goals and being 
college-ready.  Scholars who arrive 
after 7:59 am must be signed in and 
walked to class by a parent.  Early 
releases should be limited to the 
purpose of doctor’s appointments.   
 

STAAR Testing 
>Mar 28 – 5th & 4th grade 
>Mar 29 – 5th grade 
Campus will be closed to visitors.  
Make sure your scholar arrives early 
and eats breakfast in order to have 
max brain power for outshining the 
STAAR tests! 

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday  
Each March 2nd, we celebrate literacy 
while also celebrating the beloved 
children’s author, Dr. Seuss’, birthday.  
Volunteers are still needed to read 

between 1pm and 3pm to classes (in 
English or Spanish).  Reach out to Mrs. 
Campbell, Dean, to sign-up.  Scholars 
are welcome to bring their favorite Dr. 
Seuss book to share with class. 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
March marks the end of quarter 3 of 
learning for the school year.  
Teachers will be reaching out to 
schedule conferences with parents to 
check-in on scholar progress.  March 
parent conferences are mandatory, 
so please work with your child’s 
teacher to connect this month. 

Parent Survey 
Your voice is important!  Please 
complete the parent survey by using 
the following link.  If you do not have 
internet, please take a moment to fill 
out a survey in our front office. 
English:https://goo.gl/tX6viF  
Espanol: https://goo.gl/9C377o 

Black History Month  
Join us for Meridian’s second annual 
Black History Month program on 
Friday, March 3 at 6pm as we Honor 
America’s Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities.  The program will 
take place at Uplift Mighty 
Preparatory, in the auditorium, 
located at 3700 Mighty Mite drive, 
behind the Wal-Mart. 

Important Dates in March 

Mar 1: Optional Sex Education 
Presentation for 5th graders 
Mar 2: Dr. Seuss Literacy 
Celebration 
Mar 3: Black History Month 
Program  
Mar 13-17: Spring Break 
Mar 21: VIP Meeting @ 5:30pm  
Mar 22: 12:30 Early Release 
Mar 28-29: STAAR Testing 
Mar 28: 1st grade Zoo Field Trip 
Mar 31: 3rd grade FWMSH Field 
Trip 
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